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Dolwyddelan Community 
Council Biodiversity Plan 
2025/26  

 

Dolwyddelan Community Council (DCC) is committed to playing its part in protecting and enhancing biodiversity (the variety of life found on earth) 
and reversing its decline. We will also take action to protect our broader environment, including aligning with the principles set out in the One 
Voice Wales / Friends of the Earth Cymru 'Tackling Climate Chaos' guide for town and community councils (2023). This Biodiversity & 
Environmental Plan includes the actions which will be taken across all the Council's functions to achieve this. 
Biodiversity actions (for reporting as per Section 6 Environment (Wales) Act 2016) 
Background for reporting: Dolwyddelan  is a village situated between Betws-Y-Coed and Blaenau Ffestiniog. DCC is responsible for a very rural 
area situated in Eryri National Park, with a population of about 385. DCC is made up of 8 members, with a precept of £21,000 for the year. DCC 
maintains the Bryn Y Bedd Cemetary, the Cenotaph, the Public toilets and maintenance for some of the footpaths. 
Action carried out to:  Monitored by: 
• embed biodiversity into decision 
making and procurement 

Ensure opportunities to maintain and increase 
biodiversity are considered as part of decision 
making and procurement of services / goods 
as appropriate. For example, contracts for 
grass cutting of land under DCC 
jurisdiction will include no mow areas and late 
mowing of some areas to preserve pollinators. 

Full Council (decision making); Clerk 
(procurement of goods/ services) 

• raise awareness of biodiversity and its 
importance 

Promote positive messages about the 
importance and benefits of biodiversity and 
support others in this, e.g., Dolwyddelan in 
Bloom and District Plastic Free Community 
(PFC). 

Full Council 

• safeguard principal species and 
habitats 

Ensure protection of species and habitats 
under DCC jurisdiction, and safeguarding of 

Full Council and working groups as 
appropriate 
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the same is the default position. Any proposed 
necessary action which may threaten principal 
species / habitats will be subject to additional 
scrutiny (including by experts as appropriate) 
to ensure all steps have been taken to prevent 
or mitigate such an outcome. 

• restore & create habitats and resilient 
ecological networks 

DCC will take every opportunity to restore and 
create habitats and resilient ecological 
networks on land under our jurisdiction 
through: 
• appropriate timing of land 
maintenance e.g., so as not to disturb nesting 
birds or other animals; 
• maintenance / development of the 
cemetery to increase pollinating plants, 
insects and attract birds and animals; 
• grants to relevant community groups 
being contingent on biodiversity being 
maintained/ enhanced; 
• Support for Dolwyddelan  in Bloom and 
their efforts to increase biodiversity. 

Full Council and working groups as 
appropriate 

• tackle negative factors: for e.g., 
reduce pollution, use nature-based 
solutions, address invasive species 

To reduce pollution, DCC will: 
• continue to provide receptacles for 
waste e.g. dog waste 
• continue to promote anti-litter/ dog 
waste messaging 
• report littering / dog mess / pollution 
issues for 
• informal monitoring of other invasive 
species (e.g. Japanese Knotweed, 
Rhododendrons and Himalayan Balsam) and 
report to NRW/ Network Rail as appropriate. 

Full Council 
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• use, improve and share evidence DCC will share details of our activities and 
plans around biodiversity with interested 
bodies at their request, e.g., Conwy County 
Borough Council (CCBC), SNPA (Snowdonia 
National Park Authority), Natural Resources 
Wales (NRW), Keep Wales Tidy etc 

Clerk 

• support capacity, and/or other 
organisations 

DCC will support other local groups to 
maintain and improve biodiversity in our area. 

Full Council and/ or Clerk 
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Broader environmental actions 
(in line with OVW/ Friends of the Earth Cymru 
“Tackling Climate Chaos’ Guide for Town and 
Community Councils 2023”) 
Action carried out to: 
 

 Monitored by: 

• reduce impact of chemicals Where possible and cost-effective, switch to non-harmful 
cleaning products and exterior weedkillers etc for DCC-
maintained buildings and green spaces and require 
contractors to do the same. 

Full Council (decision making); 
Clerk (procurement of goods/ 
services) 

• reduce harmful emissions 1. Ensure lights heaters and equipment in DCC 
maintained buildings and spaces are used appropriately 
and switched off when not in use. 

2. Support retention of 20mph limit for reasons of 
safety and to reduce emissions 

3. Support residents to use Active Travel and public 
transport as much as possible. 

Full Council 

• reduce waste 1. Encourage users of DCC-maintained buildings and 
green spaces to take their rubbish home for recycling 

2. Support local producers/ retailers during any event 
3. Where practical, choose refillable cleaning 

products etc for DCC maintained buildings and spaces. 
4. Where practical, use environmentally friendly 

cleaning products in the public toilets. 

Full Council (decision making); 
Clerk (procurement of goods/ 
services) 
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Key Outcomes Our key outcomes are to maintain and, over time, 
increase biodiversity in Dolwyddelan and protect our 
broader environment. Decisions about land and 
buildings under DCC jurisdiction will always consider 
opportunities to enhance our environment and 
biodiversity, including working with community groups 
where relevant. Any proposals for necessary action 
that may reduce or harm biodiversity or adversely 
affect environment will be subject to additional 
consideration to ensure appropriate and robust 
mitigations are in place 

 

Review points, for e.g., enablers and barriers to 
action, improvements to forward plan 

The DCC biodiversity and environmental plan will be 
reviewed each year in line with our annual plan. 

 

How and when will the s6 duty be monitored 
and the s6 plan reviewed (for biodiversity 
plan)? 

Consideration and decisions made in reference to our 
s6 duty will be recorded in meeting minutes and 
related documentation. The plan will be reviewed 
annually as above.  

The next full s6 report due to One 
Voice Wales in December 2026 
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Cyngor Cymuned Dolwyddelan Community Council 

Bryn-y-Bedd Cemetery 
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Map of Bryn-y-Bedd Cemetery Layout 

 

Memorial Walk Area – Trees, Shrubs & Bulbs 

Wilding Area – Tree Survey to 
be carried out & replanting of 
indigenous trees. 

 


